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June – September 2026 North Ops Highlights

• Weather patterns are likely to produce warmer-than-normal temperatures with mixed 
precipitation signals over the next 4 months. 

• Alignment of critically dry dead-live fuels is expected to become more noticeable during June 
but more so from July through September.

• Significant fire potential is projected to be near to above normal during June, then trend above 
normal July through September across most areas, with the exception of Coastal areas. 



Significant Fire 
Potential 
Outlook by 
Month

• Maps show elevated risk inland for July–
September.



2026 Weather Review

• Hottest March recorded since 1895.  Averaged 12.6F above normal for most of Northern 
California.

• Less than ¼” of precipitation for March. 80% below normal
• Northern California experienced two significant low-pressure systems in May, with stable high-

pressure ridging dominating the remainder of the month. 
• Precipitation was generally below normal across the region. 
• Temperatures were near to above normal. 
• Nearly 3,500 lightning strikes occurred during May, primarily from the two low-pressure 

systems. Resulted in several small fires in Jarbo Gap area 
• The first Red Flag Warnings of the year were issued May 16–18 and May 25 due to dry wind 

events. 
• May Red Flag Warnings are relatively uncommon, occurring in only 7 years since 2006. 





Fuels Review

• An abnormally hot March, combined with multiple subsequent rain events, has caused a 
second growth of the grass crop.  Grass is 4-6’ in many areas.

• Dead fuels are highly receptive to ignition, with below-normal moisture and record-low 
1,000-hour fuel moisture values in late May.

• Fine fuels are rapidly curing, with widespread grass and cheatgrass drying at low elevations, 
increasing early-season grass fire potential.

• Live fuels are in mixed condition, with continued green-up in many woody species but early 
drying observed in some brush species due to above-normal early-season moisture stress.

• Overall fuel trends are accelerating toward drier conditions, driven by limited snowpack, 
elevated evaporative demand, and localized drought stress in northern and eastern California.

• “Snow crush" damage caused by the mid-February snowstorm, particularly throughout the 
Sierra foothills.







Summer Fire Weather Outlook

• Higher probability of above-normal temperatures through the next four months. 
• June is expected to be drier than normal. 
• Increased potential for thunderstorms due to: 

• Cut-off low pressure systems 
• Strong Southwest Monsoon activity 
• Active Eastern Pacific tropical cyclone season 

• Dry wind events are expected to occur at near-normal frequencies. 
• Heat waves are expected to be a major contributor to large fire growth events. 

   



• Butte Unit Personnel
• 430 CAL FIRE Career Firefighters and Support Staff
• 151 Volunteer Firefighters

• 23 Fire Stations
• 11 State-funded
• 12 Local Government Funded

• 2 Paradise FD
• 1 Oroville FD
• 9 Butte County FD

• Staffed Equipment
• 13 Type 1 Fire Engines
• 16 Type 3 Fire Engines
• 2 Ladder Trucks
• 1 Type 2 Rescue – Cross-staffed at Station 44
• 2 Bulldozers

• Chico Air Attack Base 
• 1 Air Attack – OV 10 Bronco
• 1 Type 3 Airtanker – S2T – Grumman – 1200 Gal
• 1 Type 1 Butte County Fire Copter – Firehawk – 1000 Gal
• 1 Type 1 EU Copter  - CH47 Chinook – 2500 Gal
• 1 C130 Planned for CAAB - Summer 2027
• 4 UAS Drones with operators

CALFIRE - Butte Unit – Response Capabilities



CALFIRE - Butte Unit – 
Cooperative Fire Protection 

• Butte Unit Fire Centers
• Table Mountain Fire Center

• Located in Oroville
• 3 CALFIRE Firefighter I Hand 

Crews
• 1 Fuels Crew

• Magalia Fire Center
• Located In Magalia
• 2 CALFIRE/CCC Hand Crews
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